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Talk 4 -  The Work of the 
Holy Spirit  

 

The work of the Holy Spirit is of special interest 
to the Christian because it is through the Holy 
Spirits work that God is personally involved 
and active in the life of the believer. 

 

Today I want to present how the Holy Spirit was at work in the life of Jesus, 
and how we too need the Holy Spirit to work in and through our lives.   
 

If Jesus needed to rely upon the work of the Holy Spirit in His life and 
ministry, then ... how much more do we need to depend on the Holy Spirit? 
 

...The Example of Jesus 
 

Jesus’ example is recorded in Scripture for us to follow.  He has set the 
pattern and He is the model for us to follow in regards to relying on and 
keeping in step with the Holy Spirit in our lives as Galatians 5:25 encourages 
us too “Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.” 
 

Acts 2:38-39 Peter answered them, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the 

name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive the Holy 

Spirit as a gift.  For this promise belongs to you and your children, as well as to all 

those who are far away, whom the Lord our God may call to himself."  
 

 a)  Jesus was born of the Holy Spirit - Luke 1:35   

 b)  Jesus was baptised in water - Matthew 3:13-16a   

 c)  Jesus was baptised in the Holy Spirit - Matthew 3:16b-17   
 

Before His incarnation Jesus was equal with God the Father and He 
embraced all the attributes of Deity.  
 

Jesus stripped Himself of all divine capability and limited Himself only to 
such properties that are natural to any human being. Philippians 2:5-8   

 

Hebrews 2:17  This means that He had to become like His people in every way, in order 

to be their faithful and merciful High Priest in His service to God, so that the people's 

sins would be forgiven. 
 

Jesus needed to be empowered to fulfil His mission and therefore, needed 
the same baptism in the Holy Spirit as we do.  
Isaiah 11:1-2; Isaiah 42:1   
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Jesus surrendered all His divine attributes as He came down to earth, and 
therefore was actually void of them during His earthly life.  
 

In His struggle against sin and Satan, and in His obedience to His Father’s 
will, in which He acted as a Man, Jesus in practice used only those resources 
that are available to any godly man or woman. 
 

As a man, Jesus endured the same temptations we meet, and mastered 
them with the same weapons that are available to us.  Hebrews 2:14-18  

 

The three weapons are: Prayer, the Word of God and the Holy Spirit baptism 
Luke 3:21-22; 4:1; 4:4; 4:14  
 

Jesus was dependent upon the baptism of the Spirit to equip Him for the 
service of God.  Isaiah 61:1-2 - See also Isaiah 11:1-3. 
 

So, how did Jesus receive Holy Spirit Baptism?  
 

 -  He recognised that obedience was an essential pre-condition                        
(Matthew 3:15 cp. Acts 5:32) 

 -  He claimed the promise of God by prayer (Luke 3:21; cp. 11:9-13)  
 -  He believed the promise of the Father (Isaiah 11:1-3; 61:1) 

 -  He knew the hour had come for the fulfilment of the promise; 
 -  He yielded to the leading of the Spirit (Luke 4:1,14) and notice that Jesus 

did not come in the “power” of the Spirit until after He had permitted the 
Holy Spirit to lead Him into the wilderness. 

 -  He stayed faithful under testing (Luke 4:1-3 cp. Ephesians 6:10-11, 17-18) 
 

If it was essential for Jesus to be equipped with the power of the Holy Spirit, 
how much more do we need this infilling of power?  In His own ministry He 
conclusively demonstrated the value and the need of Holy Spirit baptism.  
 

...Conclusion 
 

-  So we see that Jesus was born of the Spirit (Matthew 1:20) 

-  His ministry was performed in the anointing of the Spirit (Luke 4:18) 
-  He suffered and died in the enabling of the Spirit (Hebrews 9:14) 
-  He was raised from the dead by the Spirit (Romans 1:4; 8:11) 

-  In His ascension He received the Holy Spirit from the Father to be given to 
the church (Acts 2:33)  
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The Work of the Holy Spirit continued        
 

1. The Work of the Holy Spirit in the Life of Jesus. 
Jesus is the example of the unhindered working of the Holy Spirit in human form.  
He is our example in the things pertaining to the work of the Holy Spirit.  We need 
to learn from the example of Jesus concerning the workings of the Holy Spirit.  

 

¶ Jesus was born of the Holy Spirit – Luke 1:35; Matt 1:18-20 

¶ Jesus was filled with the fullness of the Holy Spirit – John 3:34 

¶ The Holy Spirit came upon Jesus at His water baptism – Matt 3:16; Mark 1:10; Luke 

3:22; John 1:32 

¶ Jesus was led by the Holy Spirit – Matt 4;1; Luke 4:1 

¶ Jesus was empowered by the Holy Spirit – Luke 4:14 

¶ Jesus was anointed by the Holy Spirit – Luke 4:18 

¶ Jesus preach the Good news in the power of the Holy Spirit – Luke 4:18 

¶ Jesus was taught by the Holy Spirit – Luke 4:18 

¶ Jesus healed the sick by the Holy Spirit – Luke 4:18 

¶ Jesus cast out demons by the power of the Holy Spirit – Luke 4:18 

¶ Jesus was justified or vindicated by the Holy Spirit – 1 Tim 3:16 

¶ Jesus was offered up at Calvary by the eternal Holy Spirit – Heb 9:14 

¶ Jesus was resurrected by the Holy Spirit – Rom 8:11; 1 Peter 3:18 

¶ Jesus gave commandments to His disciples by the Holy Spirit – Acts 1:2 

¶ Jesus baptised and empowered the Church by the Holy Spirit – Acts 1:5,8 

¶ Jesus directs and governs the Church by the Holy Spirit – Rev 2:7,11 
 

2. The Work of the Holy Spirit in the Christian. 
       The life of the Christian must follow the example of the Lord Jesus. 
 

¶ The new birth (being born again) is brought about by the Holy Spirit –  John 3:5-6 

¶ The Holy Spirit indwells the believer’s spirit – Rom 8:9; 1 Cor3:16; 6:17; 1 John 2:27 

¶ The Holy Spirit gives assurance of Salvation – Rom 8:16 

¶ The Holy Spirit fills the believer with Himself – Acts 2:4; Eph 5:18 

¶ The Holy Spirit, by the baptism in the Holy Spirit, enables believer’s to speak in 
unknown tongues – Acts 2:4; 10:44-46; 19:6; Mark 16:17; 1 Cor 14:2,4,18 

¶ The Holy Spirit speaks to the believer – Acts 8:29; 1 Tim 4:1;Rev 2;7,11,17,29 

¶ The Holy Spirit opens the believer’s understanding to the things of God –                 
1 Cor 2:12 

¶ The Holy Spirit teaches the believer and guides them into all truth –  John 16:13;           

1 John 2;27 

¶ The Holy Spirit imparts life – John 6:63; 2 Cor 3:6 

¶ The Holy Spirit strengthens the believer’s inner being – Eph 3:16 

¶ The Holy Spirit enables the believer’s to pray – Rom 8:26-28; Jude 20 
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¶ The Holy Spirit enables the believer to worship in spirit and in truth –   John 4:23-24; 

Phil 3:3; 1 Cor 14:15   

¶ The Holy Spirit leads the believer – Rom 8:14 

¶ The Holy Spirit enables the believer to put to death the deeds of the flesh –          
Rom 8:13 

¶ The Holy Spirit produces the character and fruit of Christ in the life of the believer – 

Gal 5:22-23 

¶ The Holy Spirit calls the believer into service and ministry – Acts13:2-4 

¶ The Holy Spirit guides believers in their ministries – Acts 8:29; 16:6-7 

¶ The Holy Spirit empowers the believer to witness – Acts 1:8 

¶ The Holy Spirit imparts spiritual gifts to believers as He wills – 1 Cor 12:7-11 

¶ The Holy Spirit sanctifies, “sets apart and consecrates” the believer - 1 Cor 6:11; 2 

Thess 2:13 
 

3. The Work of the Holy Spirit in the Church. 
Not only is the work of the Holy Spirit seen in the life of the believer, but also in the 
life of the Church.  The Holy Spirit is the executor of the will of the Godhead who 
came to do the actual work of building the Church that Jesus said He would build. 

 

¶ The Holy Spirit formed the Church on the Day of Pentecost into a corporate 
structure, the Body of Christ.  He baptised the living members into His spiritual body 
– Acts 2:1-4; 1 Cor 12:12-27; Eph 1:22-23 

¶ The Holy Spirit formed the Church to be the new and living temple of God –                

1 Cor 3;16; 6:16; Eph 1:17-18; Acts 10:38 

¶ The Holy Spirit brings anointing illumination and direction to the Church as the New 
Covenant Priestly Body – 2 Cor 1:21; Psalm 133:1-2; 1 John 2:20,27; Eph 1:17-18; 

Acts 10:38; 1 Cor 12:12-13 

¶ The Holy Spirit brings gifts and graces to the members of the Church –                         
1 Cor 12:4-11; 28:31; Rom 12:6-8; Gal 5:22-23 

¶ The Holy Spirit is the agent of direction and government in the Church.  Jesus is the 
Head of the Church in heaven and He directs His affairs in His Body through the Holy 
Spirit.  It is the Holy Spirit who calls, quickens, energises and equips the various 
ministries in the Church and every member of the body of Christ according to their 
particular place –   Acts 13:1-3; 15:28; 1 Cor 12:8-11; Eph 4:8-12; 1 Peter 1:12;        

1 Cor 2:1-5; Acts 1:8 
 

4. The Work of the Holy Spirit in the World. 
The Holy Spirit is also active in the world.  His work in the world is summarised 
clearly by Jesus in John 16:9-11 

 

¶ The Holy Spirit convicts the world of sin and righteousness. 

¶ The Holy Spirit convicts the world of the judgement to come. 


