Life Group Discussion Notes

Theme: Getting to Know the Holy Spirit
Topic:
Reading: Acts 6:1-15

The Holy Spirit Empowers!

Following on from Sunday....

1. The Prominence of the Holy Spirit in the Christian’s Life

a. The Holy Spirit’s Involvement in our Becoming Christians

We are convicted of sin by the Holy Spirit

John 16:7-8 (nkjv) Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that | go away; for if
I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if | depart, | will send Him to you. & And
when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment.

We are born again of the Spirit

John 3:5-8 (niv) Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God
unless he is born of water and the Spirit. ®Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to
spirit. “You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be born again.’ 8The wind blows
wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is
going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit."

We are renewed of the Holy Spirit

Titus 3:4-6 (niv) But when the kindness and love of God our Saviour appeared, *he saved us,
not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through
the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, “whom he poured out on us generously
through Jesus Christ our Saviour.

b. The Holy Spirit’s Presence in our Lives as Christians
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We live in the Spirit Galatians 5:25 (niv) Since we live by the Spirit...,

We are to walk in the Spirit, producing the fruit of the Spirit
Galatians 5:25b (niv) ... let us keep in step with the Spirit. cf Galatians 5:16-18

Galatians 5:22-23 (niv) But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, Zgentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.

We must set our minds on "the things of the Spirit" - Romans 8:5-6

It is "by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body" - Romans 8:12-13

Only when "led by the Spirit" are we truly the "sons of God" - Romans 8:14

The Holy Spirit "makes intercession for us" in our prayers - Romans 8:26-27

God strengthens us "with might through His Spirit" in the inner man - Ephesians 3:16

Thus we can enjoy the "communion (fellowship) of the Spirit"
2 Corinthians 13:14 (nlt) May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. cf Philippians 2:1



Discussion...

As we can see from the teaching from last Sunday, the Holy Spirit has such a involvement in our lives as
Christian’ s. The Hol y SpGoddeésites fa m potiver Asagroup, okt 0
at the story of Stephen and see why and how the Holy Spirit empowered his life.

e (Read) Acts 6:1-7

1. Based on the information in Acts 6:1-7, how would you describe Stephen?

2. Describe how you think these qualiti e s wer e i dentified i n Stephen

3. What qualities do you think Stephen had to cultivate in his life and character to prepare the way for
the Spirit’”s work?

e (Read) Acts 6:8-15
4. How did the Holy Spirit help Stephen stand against this opposition?

5. Basedon St ephen’ s e x p4 whatehnutd gou be prepares to fa@ wherlydu
speak with the Holy Spirit’s power ?

6. What words or phrases would you use to describe your spiritual life?

Thought for the week
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